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READER. 


'R von are minded. to fee. more of 1 the 
Spirit of Dr. Sach I, than what ap- 


pears in his. Sermons, you may look in two 
Books printed ſome Years ago at Oxford, 
the one was, The Character of a Low- 
Church- man, and the other, at I re- 
member, The Rights of the Church 4 
ſerted, Te. Des 


| | «os 0 ' 
Rom. X18. 2. 


Hud they that 7e, Ball receive to themſelves Dam- 
o | 1 


Mongſt all the Stratagems of the Devil, tending to 
the undermining of Religion, and Subverſion of the 
Sculs of Men, though there cannot be any moreun- 
reaſonable, yet there was never any more unhappily 
ſicceſsful, than*the creating and fomenting an Opinion in 
the World, that Religon is an Enemy to Government, and 
bringing Sincerity and Zeal in Religion, into Jealouſy and 
Diſgrace with the civil Powers. 

It was by this Jealouſy, blown into the Heads of the 
High Prieſts and Sanhedrim' amongſt the Fews, and of 
Herod and Pontins Pilate, that Chriſt himſelf (the Cap- 
train of our Salvation, the Author and Finiſher of jour Faith) 
was aceus' d, condemn'd, and executed on a Tree. By this 
the Apoilles were hal'd before the Governors of Provinces, 
forc*d-from one Gity to flee into another: For this, they en- 
dur'd Bonds and Impriſonment, and ſundry Kinds of Death. 
It was through this Fancy that the Chriſtians for three 


hundred Years together, endur'd the Rage of heathen Empe- 


rors 3 being deſtitute, - afflited, and tormented. Our Lord 
Chriſt was tradue'd as an Enemy to 'C :ifar, a Man refractory 
to the Roman Laws, and a Ne 


Diſturbers of the publick Peace, with turning the World up- 


fide down. The primitive Chriſtians were accornted Ene- 


mies to the Common- wealth, adverſe, and malevolent to 


rhe Empire; and the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf was bruited, 


and ſurmis'd to have ſomething in ir offenſive and dangerous 
to the civil Government, as 8 not only by the Edicts 
Y 


of heathen Emperors, but alſo by the Apologies of Clemens 


Alea andrinu, Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Athenagoras. &. 


Yat 


: A 


| Nonconformiſt to the Religion 
and Laws of his Country. The Apoſtles were charg'd as 


Neither 


* ' 


” 
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» 


lickly proelaim themſelves to the World to 


nn — 
. * 


| ſpel, to ſay, Let the Adverſaries of Religion ſearch: and 


anity, pre judicial to the Power of juſt and ta 


thts. Hit... Pry 


U 8 


Neither was it thus only of old, before the Roman Empire 
was become Chriſtian ; but even fince the Time of Conftan- 
tine, down to our Fathers Days, nay, to bur own, 71 
find the Devil {till managi . fame Pretence, carrying 0! 
the ſame Antichriſtian Myſtery of Iniquity, which began to 
work in the Time of our Lord Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Y 

Thoſe that profeſs to know the Arcana: ws and pub- 

qualify'd for 
Molders of Common-wealths, and Dictators to Princes, 
are the Writers of Politieks; Machiavel- abroad, and othevs 
nearer Home : Some of theſe, pretending Diſcoveries of 
Things unknown to all our Fathers, if they be ſtrictly ana- 


lys'd, will be found to reſolve their whole Myſtery into this 
one Pretence, That Religion, in the Height and Exhaltation 
| * is prejudicial to Policy; and that, to be a thorough- pa- 


, 2 fincere, and zealous Chriſtian, is to be dangerous to 
the State. 8 


As the Remedy for which Evil, they have thought fit and 


. neceffary to enervate the Principles of all Religion ſo far as 


to remove the Doctrine of Good and Evil, the Immortality of 
the Soul, the Rewards and Puniſhments of the World to 


one. that ſo Religion may. appear wholly to derive from 
CJ. | 1 TER» EF: 102 TJ F Son # 
How deſtructive theſe Doctrines are, not only to the Souls 
of Men, in Reference to the World to come, but to the Intereſts 
of this Life, (the regular and ſecure Acquiſition, and En- 


joyment whereof, are entirely deriv'd from the great and e- 


verlaſting Ordinance of Government) I am not now call d 
to ſpeak. But ſurely it cannot be unneceſſary to endeavour 
to ſtate this Queſtion, to ſearch into the Grounds of this Pre- 
tence, to examine thoroughly from whenee all this Clamour, 
theſe Fears. and Jealouſies; whence all this mighty Scandal 


hath ariſen. 10 : ZE . 
I The Goſpel ef our Acoran, which hates the Light, and 


abhors a flrict Examination of the Prin iples whereon it 


 flands. When the Jams contended with our Saviour, and op- 
pos'd his Doctrine, he defix'd to bring the Matter in Queſtioff 
Queſtion there was, 


to a rational Decifion, John x. Fhe 
hether he were the Son of God? And he propounds them 


this fair ze{]jecoy, Verſe-37. If 1 do the Works of my Father, 


believe me; if I de not, believe me not. P „nch oth 
And I verily, as a Miniſter of Chriſt, (thro* the meaneſt 
of ren thouſand) am bold in thePower of the Truth of the Go- 


3 let them employ their Wit, their Induſtry, Meir Lo- 
gick, if any Thing can be fonnd in the 1 + 5 ob: Ckriſli- 


Magilirates; 
may 
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nay moreover,-if it be poſſible for Men or An is to Nats 


 Puniſhments. than thoſe are, which the a. ee 
| N. let the Wo 


loquys which theſe Men delire; to caſt upon them 
And for the Foundations of our Religion, there are thoſe 


( Epbeſ. ii. 20) that we are built upon the Foundation of 
Prophets and Apoſtlet, Jeſ Chrift himſelf being #he chief Car. 


. ner-flone ; wherefore by .theſe the preſent, Queſtion. is to be 
8 Ty Ik any, Men, at any Time, taking upon, them the facred 
| 9 Name of Chriſtians, have ſwer vd from the Rule of their Pro- 
4 5 feſſion, and (acting contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt) ha ve 
* 5 made that huly Name to be blaſphem'd, it is Reaſon that they 
of I be efteeny'd the utter Enemies of Chriſtianity, and that they 
to Fs themſelves ſhould bear their Condemnation: but to charge their 
law N Exorbitances upon that Profeſſion which they have prephan'd 
| % and injur'd, is ſuch an Injuſlice as cannot conſiſt with mo- 
* . ral Honoſty, or philoſophical Ingenuity. h 
ts . So then, bie Abodus, bie ſaltus. As Saint Eni, (1 Cor. xv. 
7 $ 14, 17, 20.) concerning the Reſurrection of Chriſt, F Chrif be 


not riſen our preachingia vain, ind your Faith i van t But ww 
1 Chr iſt riſen. So, if within the Compaſs of thoſe Founda- 
tions which I have mention'd, be found any Colour or Sda- 
dow of Licenſe for any Perſon whatſoever, upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever, to intrench upon the Power of lawful Ma- 
| Siſtrates; if any Warrant at all for open Rebellion, or privy 
Sonſpiracies; for murthering or depoſing of Princes, or ab- 
ſolving Subjects from their Allegiance ; then let Aings ceaſe 
to be our nuring Fathars, and Queens to be out nutſing Mo- 
bers; let David look to his own Houſe; let the Eight of our 
Eyes, the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Reitorer of Religion, tlie 
ſender of our Faith lock rather firſt ro defend Himſelf. It 
will then be rraſonable to expect, that the Kings of the Earth 
ſhould find up, and the Riilers take Counſal together againſt the 
Lord, and againſt his Chriſt, that they ſhould Pat their Bonds 
ſunder, and caſt their Cords 7 70 them, Plat. 2. 2. Then our - 
oaching tz vain, and your Faith # vain, de $5: IN). 
But now indeed, the Caſe is otherwiſe, and that evidently. 
What the Laws of Men could never do with all their tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments, in that they are weak ; that - 
a e Chriſte 


4 


K Rofince' 


Chriſtianity, in the true Spirit ot it, performs : to the utmoſt 
Heipht i hie dee 
The Foundation of Government and Obedience, is deeply 
and firmly robted in the Foundation of our Religion. And, 
1 42 — — be — it be — . 

Earib away, before one Fot of it paſs away; 
it is as true, chat the Ordinances of the eb and Moon ſhall Si 
before this Ordinance ſhall be diffoly'd. For if by the Prin- 
eiples of our Religion, we are oblig'd to believe concerni 
the Books of the O/4 Teſtament, that they have bee: deliver? 
by$oly, Men of God, who ſpake as. they were mov'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt; 2 Pet. 2. 21. then the Holy Ghoſt hath ſaid, - By me 
Kings reign, &c. Prov. 8, x5. Tf Chriſt be the Son of Ged, 
the Son of God hath ſaid, Render to Cæſat the Things which 
are Czſar's, Mat. 22, 11. If the Holy Spirit did over-ſha- 
dow Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, then Peter, over-ſna- 
dow'd and fill'd with the Spirit, commands us in the Name 
of God, to ſubmit our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, 1 Pet. 
2. 13. If Saint Paul were call'd to be an Apottle by the mi- 

rac Appearance of our Lord Chriſt after his Aſcenſion, 
and was by him immediately inſtructed in the pure and ge- 
nuine Spirit of Chriſtianity, then Saint Paul's Theory èon- 
ceming Government, is an aurhentick Chriſtian Theory, 
whereby the Doctrines and Practices of Chriſtians are to 
judg'd : And chat Theory is deliver'd in the ſeven firſt Verſes 
of this Chapter, Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers, 
&c. And they that reſiſt, ſbal receive to themſelves Damnation. 

I call ita Chriſtian Theory of Government, becaufe it is a 
brief and comprehenfive Scheme, whereby all Queſtions con- 
_ cerning Obedience and Government, may, according to Chri- 
ſtian Principle be reſolv dd. M 

The whole Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, confiſteth of two 
general Part? n OR” ra 

Firſt, A ſtrict Inunfion. © 3 

Secondly, Effectual Motives. 3 h | 

Firſt, The Injunction in the firſt Words, Let every Soul be 
ſulject to the higher Powers. WE DOE 2 
Secondly, The Motives in the Words following, which 
are taken from '7 Boa Wes e 

I. The Original and Inſtitution of Government; it is or- 
amd of God Hehe follows, 
II. The Sinfulneſs of Reſiſtance .; they rat the Ordinance 
of God. And, | . * * OF he 3 *h 13 

III. The Danger of it, they hall receive Damnation, Which 

is again enforꝰd by . Ur TA HIT SEM NS 
IV. The Endof Government, in Reſpett of evil and good 
— ION ON ne | Oy Out 


oy 


TR. 


— | 7 
Ol of all-which, Pils sse 
v. 'The Wiceſfty ef Subjedtioh ; Wherefore ye mt necks 


1 VI. The Nartte of that Necſſt 3. ir is not of Prudence, 
but of Conſcience, 

After Nw jeh, the Apoſtle (like a egirimies Demonſtrs- 
tor) reſumes his Propoſition; end concludes. it with an 350 
uns rege Ver. 9 endet herefore to all their Due, Tribute 
o whom Tribute is 2 Cuſtom to. whom cen og To: who 
Bm, Hun to whom Honour, x4 t 

The WorJs which 1 have: SH contain. in them the 
Danger of Nefiſtance to the civil Powers. They relate Both 
to the antecedent and ſubſequent Part of the Apdltle's Diſ- 
| courſe,” and are as efficacious towards the preſſing of the 

Injunction of Obedience, as it is poſſible for Words to ex- 
preſs, or Men to conceive. 

The ſtrongeſt and moſt operative Arguments upon Men 
(at leaſtwiſe — ois yup Begroi 6019) are Arguments of Ter-. 
ror. The maſt terrible Thing within the Compaſs of human 
Apprehenſion, is Damnation ; which imports, beſides the 
Judgments of this Life, ths eternal Privation of the Enjoy- 
ment of God, utter Darkneſs, and everlaſting Burnings, 

Thoſe that tefift, fhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 

Thoſe that refit] ane nu, Refiſtanoe is a relative AR, 
and it itn plies ſome Perſon or Thing. to be refiited. What 
then is the 42 of yhecunbleg ? | 

That is deliver'> i in the firſt Verſe, Thoſe that reſi TIF 
CLE TS XL,, the Authorities ' ſet over them, Civil Autho- 
Tities Bing Fug Gladi, the Authorities ſupreme. or ſubor- 
dinate, juſtly obtaining over them, It is not Auvzps, or 
ke e, which is here uſed, (which — rporal Streverh 
and Power) but e Che, A the ure: diſtinguiſheth 
from both the Ns From ae Luke iv. 36. and is, 
1. 1 Cor, XV. 24. Epbeſ. i. 21. -, Jude 25, It 
anſwers the rer word — which the Sepruagine 
tranſlates by all the Naines' of. legal Authority, p, 
BdTI\Giay SexTAR, xvele uu, ele, ö. It is wi tbe 
the Perſons of Governors, as well as for their Power: So 
Epheſ. iii. 10. That to Principalities and Powers (Tas dpxals, 

Tale ego lag) might be known, &c. and ee Tag Eu, 

T8s x00 xen; &gainſt wers, and the Rulers of this 
B®*2114, Epheſ. vii. 2. that we may not ſeparate their 
perſonal and their politick Capacity. -. 

It remains, chat we enquire the Meaning of- gf Vue 
and br. what is it. to. eiii in the Laoguage of 
I, | 


LY 


— — kaſi 


I, That to oppoſe by Foxet,/is to reſiſt, it is fo plain, that 
Lord nondpach's ie. We war bu has Wyrds jn, phat 
enſe, James v. 6, 7. KoerG- VneEdvors . 
rliterd the Prod f and Hs M agb, ivy Tg 
PE: But the 8 ſig 1 3 ＋ 2 ti 5 as Fall 
rgerer, ma 


ul, is, — * — 1. 4 20 27. . auſigzſe. and 
joy Am 0 x of Fannes gud Fanless to Hoſes, a 2 
3. And Laſtly, i it ariden Qppoſition by Toxds, as well 
Ta —＋ 97 80 4, 4 3. 75 iP, 2 and to 
Are fame, Luke W.. 15. 
ad, ad w. re, 131 . w fur he „ Con 
The Waäds chen do claarly and plainly comprehend al 


3 of Refiſtance or Oppoſi tion. 


This hitherto concerns the Propoſi tion en materially : 2 


If we reflect wppo rhe Form of it, there will be 50 Things 


to be oon fider*d. : 5. £1 
uf, That ahte Propoſition i is indefinite, agd ent to 
an Unlverſal; Fhey that refiſt, that is, Taos Ay every 
Sul (as in the ſirſt Verle) at ze as, without any excep- 
tion of Perſons.” 
2 Thar he _ of Reſiſtance is ſet Hawa Likewiſe 
without any rant, in reſpedt of any Pretences 
or ———— So that the Seuſe of the Words re- 
ſolv'd and expounded by che Scriptures, is this; Every 
Soul, which; upon any retence whatſoever, in any Manner 
avtucfocrer; ſhall refit the lawful Authority. that is over 
mim, Hall nneeiue to bimſelf Namnar ion; that is, he -puts him- 
welf thereby into a State of Damnation. 
This I cnc ive do be the Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in 
as Words of Text. I aſt. acknowledge, 1 — two 
Things have been queſtiot din this Propoſition by the Men 
A en ip - VIPe Sous, and aqpl trerous Generation. 5 
I.“ The firit is, Whether 7} xpaue ought to be interpreted 
to rw as to ſignify eternal Damnation. 
II. Whether that, which is ſaid concerning all Perſons 
and Prexences, can be made good upon the Principles of 


Ona. 
I. As to the former of theſe, I fhall only ſay, That the 


A rene brought againſt this Inneepretation, doth, i in Truck, 


exceedingly confirm it. 
Ob; ef The Allepation is, that 73 xelue is uled 7 


Scri due for temporal Judgment. The Place produc“ 
* Gr xi. 29. 2 = epeth and. drinketh U1Wwor 175 


eateth and d-.nketh 73 xeiua , Damnation to himſelf ; 
here the Apoſtle LAS to explain 78 ** by the 
following 


; C s 
" * 
* ' bo 
* 
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— ——— — 
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following Words, Verſe 30. For thu Cauſe many are weak 
and ſickly, and many ſleep; viz. by, temporal Judgments. _ 
Sol. And indeed this is true; but theſe Things likewiſe 
ought to be obſer vd. 1 a . 
1. That the ſame Penalty is denounc'd in the Goſpel to 
thoſe who refit Aut harity, and to thoſe that are guilty the 
Body of Chrift, 1 Cor. xi. 27. and trample upon the Blodd of 
the everlaſting Covenant, Heb. 10. 29. 3 + "08 
2. That neither 4nanias, and Saphira, nor yet the Corm- 
_ Thians, were, by their temporal Judgments, exempted from 
E ö b 


3. And laſtly, That ſeeing the great Difference betwixt 
the legal and evangelical Diſpenſation did conſiſt in this, that 
the expreſs Promiſes and Threatnings, undef the Law, were 
temporal; and under the Goſpel, eternal: If God ſhall 
under the Goſpel, beſides eternal Puniſhments'due td eve 
Sin, and moreover to ſome particular Sins the Treatnings cf 

temporal Judgments ; let theſe Men confider what Advantage 
they have gotten, and what can more be devifed to contribute - 
to the Aggravations of ſuch a Sin. I ſhall ſay no more to 
the firſt Queſtion, nor to that part of the Text, which con- 
ecerns the Damnation of Refiſters preciſely conſider'd ; but 

. Hall apply my ſelf to the Refolutisn of the ſecond. — 


9 


II. It is impoſtible, in half an Hbur, to fpeak concerning 
all thoſe Pretences for Reſiſtance of Magiſtrates; which, be- 
ing raiſed by Satan, and made uſe of by the Children of Diſ- 
obedience; are falſiy charg'd upon Religion. I ſhall ſingle 
aut ſome of the chief of them, and examine them by 756 
Law and the Teſtimony, by the Old and New Teſtament ; ad- 
ding to them, as Octaſion requires, the Judgment and Practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians; and afterwards make a brief 
Application. | | . 2 
Thoſe which have given the greateſt Scandal, as havin 
troubl'd the Chriſtian World, and almoſt turn'd it upſide 
_ ate tedue ible xo the two Heads of Religion, and civil 
C I Ei: 1 #871 1 |; NI l 
HFiiſt, Thoſe Which tefer to Religion, ate ſuch ſcandalous 
Tenets ds theſeee e ne . 

I. That erronedus [ſuppoſe Heretical or Idolatrous) 

Powers may be reſiſted, eſpecially if they endeavour to 
force Men to their own Religion. Sb ty | | 
II. That Chriſtian Magiſtrates have no Power in Mat- 


ters of Religion; viz; None 5 
I. In Religious Cauſes;  * 
2. Over Religious Perſons. 
. By Orders. : 
By perfonal Gifts. n | 
| | B | &cdndly OT 


- 


10 ain Reſiſtance, | 7 
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— 4, _ 
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Secondly, Thoſe which refer to Matters civil, are redu- 
cible to ſuch as theſe; I, Harſh Adminiſtration. |. : 
II. Pretences of Competition of Power, and the like. 
Now, I ſhall not be atraid, or backward, to acknowledge, 
That if any one of rhefe Tenets be agreeable to the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, or to the Practice of the primitive and pu- 
reſt Chriſtians, who are to be preſum'd to have known the 


Mind of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; then we are to admit, 


that there is Reaſon in what is alledg'd to create a Jealouſy 
upon Religion. 8 1 

For, 1. If Erroneous, Heretical, or Idolatrous Magiſtrates 
may be reſiſted, (becauſe they are ſo, or becauſe they join 
Oppreſſion of godly Men unto their Error in Religion) how 
can any Kingdom ſtand 2. Theſe are Matters wherein every 


Man makes himfelf a Judge; and it is not material, whether 


he judge righteous or unrighteous Judgment; the Matter 
once ſtated in Theſi, that in ſuch Cates Men may reſiſt, the 
Hypotheſis is eaſily made, and Men let. looſe to act accordi 

to their proper Apprehenſicns, or the Pretences of thoſe, who 


have Power with them. "I" f | 
What ſhall be dune, when at the ſame time a Prince 


- ſhall be judg'd by one part of his Subjects heretical and pro- 


phane, for departing from Superſtition, and vindicating his 
Power from unjuſt Ulurpations over it; while another part 
Joel jugge him to be ſuperſtitious, and will never believe 

im to abhor Idols, ſo long as he will not commit Sacriledge ? 
What ſhall be done, while ſome conclude him to be irreli- 
gious, becauſe he will net worſhip Images; others idola- 
trous, becauſe he kneels at the Communion? And both efteem 
him an Oppreſſor, becauſe he reſtrains their Zeal, and hin- 


ders them from that exceſs of Riot, which they pant after, 
to the devourinring of one another? 111 
_ ..- Suppoling this Tenet to be true, it is indeed evident no 
Goverument can be. But now what. Colour can there be 


to charge this Tenet. upon Chriſtianity ? Doth the Old or 
New Tetlament give any occaſion to this Doctrine? Is 3t 
countenang'd (I.) by Moſes? Or, (2.) by the Prophets ? 
Or, (3.) by our Saviour? Or, (4.) by the Apoſtles? (5.) 
That Cloud of Witneſſes; (ths noble Army of Martyrs) did 
they. give Teſtimony to this Aſſertion, or to the contrary '? I 


may not inſiſt : A Word to each of theſe. 


* 


I. Moſes. was ſo far from the Doctrine of Reſiſtance, that, 


> 


notwithitanJing the Hardneſs of Phargah's Heart, the Cruelty 


ot the Bondage, the Weakneſs of the gyptians by Plagues, 


the · Numbers of 1/racl, fix hundred thouſand, and three thou- 
(and nve hundred and fifty fighting. Men, above twenty 


„Vrars old-;. bzfi:les the Tribe of Ledi; yet he would not lead 
8 | FF them 


=» 
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them into the promis'd Land, without Pharaoh's poſitive 
and expreſs Conſent to their Departure. ws 
2. As for the Prophets; in third Chapter of Danie! 
we find three of God's Children put to the Tryal (the fiery 
Tryal) of this Doctrine by Nebuchadnezzar, an Iolater, 
and a Tyrant, acting highly under both thoſe Capacities to- 
gether, © They were caſt into the fiery Furnace, becauſe they 
would not worſhip the, golden Image which he had fet up. 
And in the ſixth, we And Daniel thrown into the Lions” 
Den, only for praying to the God of Iſrael. Let us conſider 
their Behaviour, did they reſiſt, ormutiny or labour to alienate, 


or diſcontent, or by denouncing Threats or Terrors) to di- 


courage Subjects from Obedience? How had they been in- 
ſtructed by their Prophets? Jeremy (2 Chron. 36. 13.) had 
taught them, that Zedekiah had turn d from the Lord God of 
2 in rebelling againſt Nebuchadnezzar, who had made 
im ſwear by God; and that they onght to ſeek the Peace of 
the City whither they were carry'd Captives, and to pray unto. 


the Lord for it, Jer. 29. J. And therefore the three Chil- 
dren in the third Chapter of Daniel only refer themſelves. 


to God for Deliveran-e ; and Daniel, in the midſt of the 
Lions Den, prays heartily for Darius, O King, live for e- 
ver ! Dan. 6. 21. 1 of Frag 

3. In the next Place, let us confider the Caſe of Chriſt 
and his Apoftles, and ſee whether any ſuch Tenet may be, 
collected from their Doctrine or Practice, their Speeches or 
their Actions. As for what concerns our Lord Chriſt, I 
have had the Honour formerly in this Place more at large to 


vindicate him from ſuch A{perfions. He pay'd Tribute at 


the Expence of Miracle, Mat. 17. 29. He ſubmitted himſelf 
to all the Powers that were over him; to the Sanbedrim, * 
and their Delecates, to Herod, to Pontius Pilate : He fubs,.. 
mitted himſelf 'to Death by an unjuſt Sentence, even to the 
bitter and accursꝰd Death upon the- Croſs, Philip. 2. 8. This 


was his Practice: As for his Doctrine, he taught Men to 


render to Cxſar, the Things that were Cæſar't, Mat. 22. 21. 
He acknowledg'd Pilate's Power to be from above, John 19. 


| 11. He rebuked Peter for ſmiting with the Swoty, and told 
© him, that zhoſe that take the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, 


Mat. 26. 52. He taught his Diſciples to pray for them which 
ſhould perſecute them, Mat. 5. 44; And the utmoſt Permiſ- 
lion which he gave them, waz, when they were perſecuted in 


one City, to flee into another, Matth. 10, 23. ht 
4. As for the Apoſtles ; they taught Men todbey them that 
Have the Rule over them, Heb. 13. 27. To ſubmit tbemſelves 


to every Ordinance of Man, 1 Pet. 2. 13. To do all Things, 
without murmuring or diſputing; Philip. 2. 14." To prog for 
Ls FRE . 2 | 
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12 Againſt Reſiſtance | 
Kings, and all that are in Authority, I, Tim, 2. 2. Saint Peter. 
hath told us, that ſuch as de A Dominion, and nt 5 
of Dignities, are (in an eſpecial. manner), reſerv'd to Fudg- 
ment, I Pet. 2. 9, lo, and St. Paul in my Text, that they 
Hall receive Damnation. | er 
This Doctrine they ſeal'd with their Blood. St. Pater (ac- 
cording to eccleſſaſtical Tradition) was crugify'd, and St. 
Fru beheaded; Fames, the Son of Zebedery, lain with the 
Sword, e. nee EO. + = ane 
Now, as for the Powers to which all theſe, Inſtructions 
and Behaviours did refer, they were for, Idolatty, and Ty- 
ranny, and Perſecution, Humani gener i, pirtenta. 


LE 


. * 


%. If it be objected, That all theſe ſubmitted, | becauſe. 
they, were not able to reſiſt. S. The Anſwer upon, Grid 
an Principles, might be, that he which reſtrajn'd the Flames, 


and ſrop'd.zbe Mouths of Lions, could have given his Sarvants; 


Power to reſiſt; that Chriſt. could have pray'd hi Father, 


whe would have given him more than twelve Legions. of An- 
gels far his Relief, Mat. 26. 53. That the Apoſtles. who. 
a t mighty Signs and, Wonders, + cotild haue rweſcuid 
them elves, had it ier uch great Ordaines of Powers, 
by their Submiſſion, to ratify, and;eſtabliſh. the Dogtrine of; 
OE Fr 7:75. 1 8 
. But the Belief and Practice of, the primitive Chriſtians, 
will ſatisfy this Objection, even to common Senſe; and 
Reaſon. fe” 1" 42 | 
The Inſtances in this Kind are infinite, where Chriſtians, 
abotndin in Numbers, being, in Arms, and abundantly able. 
to make Reſiſtance, have, choſen, - with the Expence cf their 
Lives, to yield Obedience to, Ifolaters,; periecuting them for 
their Religion. I ſhall name but, rwo Examples. 
'Tertullian, Apalog. $. 37, tells the Emperor, that his Cities, 
Wfands, Caples, Congeils, drwiei, Regiments, and Companies , 
the Palage, the Senate, tho Courts of, Fudicature, were fill 
. with Chriſtians; and yet they ſupmitted, to Perſecution. 
And we read that the Thebean Legion conſiſtęd of fix. thou- 
ſand fix hundred Hxty and, fix, Perfpns,. every, Man. Chri- 
Ding, Wen they ſubmitted to the, Necimation, ob Maximinian, 
or Religion. Tg Kt 55 
I. ſha | na more to the firſt Pręte A | TN 
II. 129 the ſecond is like Kum 11 alike prejudicial to 
Government,; alike falſe, and ſcandalaus ta Religion. 
An. Houſe or Kingdom divided, cannot tand, Mat. 12. 25. 
And dae i. nor 2h duthor eee e ee Cor. 
14. 13. and that eſpecially in Religion. If none have t 
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of. Lawful Powers. : 13 
be Diviſion, The inevitable Inconvemences of the Exemp- 
tion of religious Things, and religious Perſons, from the. 
Power of the Magiſtrate, are abundantly. ſet forth by ſuck 
as would improve them. to. the Diſadvantage of Religion. 
And, indeed, to go about to deny, or to diminiſh the diſmal 
Contequences of ſuch Pretences, were to endeavour to put 
N Fry Eyes of all the Men of Reaſon and Experience in the 

OT . 125 

My preſent Duty is to enquire what Relation theſe Pre- 
t the Principles of Chriſtianity) ; and that 

Firſt, As to religious Cauſes. 

Secondly, As to eccleſiaſtical Perſons. 4 

Thirdly, As to holy or gifted Brethren, as they ſtile 
themſelves, | ; | 

Now, in order to a Reſolution in theſe Enquiries, I ſhalt 
(as a Lemma) humbly propoſe: one Obſervation. 
It bs; this, That whereas. there ate 2 Things Whereon all po- 
litical. Adminiſtration, doth depend; 1. Concerning the Rights, 
and Bounds, and Regulation, of ſovereign Powers: 2. Con- 
cerning the Duties and Obedience of Subjects. We find both 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles, frequently labpuring to ſettle in 
the Conſciences of Men, that part which concerns: Qbedi- 
ence ; but no where reſtraining, or limiting, or particularly 
regulating the Office of ſovereign Powers; but leaving them 
to thoſe general Rules which concern the Account and Duty 
of all Men in their ſeveral Stations, and to the Terms 
whereupon the Providence ef God was wont to ſettle the Prin- 
ces . e of the World. Let the Rights of 1 
be What they will, (in Reference to, Tribute, or other Mat- 
ters) Chriſt will not determine them; This he will, thoſe 
Things which belong to Cæſar (according to Via Gentium) 
muſt be render'd to him. He doth not examine Pilate's Pow- 


er in Caſe of Blaſphemy, or: Treaſon ; bur: acknowledges it, 


and ſubmits. He falls not upon, or ex4mining-the-Power: of 
the Sanhedrim, either in their original Power, or the Power 


left them by the Romans : They fit in Moſes' Chair, &c. 


Nhat ſoever therefore e do, do it, Mat. 23. 2, 3. 
And fo likewiſe the Apoſtles, they ſeem to be unconcerned: 

(as it were) in the governing Part of civil Policy. No 

Word is found in all their Writings, enquiring into the 


Rights of the Roman, Emperors; (who wete ſcvereign) or 


limiting the Exerciſe. of their Power, Only thus much they 


take for certain, ſuch as they were, they were ordain'dioÞ 


God. And they ſpend all their Labour in founding deeply, 


and firmly eſtabliſhing, that other Part which concerns 


Obedience. : | | 
From, this Obſervation it will follow; That whatever 


Things 
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14 Againſt Reſiſtance | 
Things, or Perſons, were not before the Times of Chriſt, and 
his. Apoſtles, exempt from the Power of the Magiſtrate, are 
not by the Foundations and Principles of Chrittianity ex- 
ampted. (Non eripit mortalia, qui regna dat teleſtia.) And 
it will only remain for us to enquite, what was the Manner 
of the Nations of the World, and of God's peculiar People, 
in reference to theſe Particulars, before, and at the Times 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. To which,if we ſhall add the Pra- 
ctice of the beſt and moſt ancient Chriſtian Emperors, Tknow 
not what more can be defired to clear the preſent Argument. 

I ſuppoſe it needleſs to put in a Caution, that while we 
ſpeak of the Magiſtrates Power to order Matters of Religion, 
we do not entitle him to the Prieſt's Office, (the Spiritual, 
Function) or the Execution of it, in preaching the Word, 
adminiſtring the Sacraments, exercifing the Power of Ordina- 
tion, or of the Keys, c. Bleſſed be the Lord Godof our!Fa- 
thers, who hath put it into our Sovereign's Heart to be ten- 
der of the Rights of the Church, as of the Apple of his Eye 

This' is a Calumny infiſted on, generally, by almoſt a 

our Adverſaries ; but it is too rude and grofs to be ſpoken 
to in this Place. Rather let us ſee whether the Sovereigns 
among all People, Heathen, Jews, Chriſtians, have not claim- 
ed, and exerciſed Power in all Cauſes, over all Perſgns, as 
well Ecclefiaſtical, as Civil. $a 25 | 
1. For Cauſes. - The New Teſtament, Rom. i. 14, ſome- 
times divides the Gentiles into Greeks and Barbarians; ſome- 1 
Umes into Wiſe and Unwiſe. According to which Divifion | 
the Romans are, I ſuppoſe, reckon'd under the Greeks, from 
whence they were moſtly extracted, and with whom they 
contended in Civility. Briefly, 1. The Greeks. 2. The 

Romans. 3. The Barbarous Nations did always exerciſe ſuch 

a Tower 25's 5 SG weil J ban ro cs 0g 
(r.) Ariſtotle, (Polit. lib. J. cap. 8.) the greateſt among 
the Greeks, tells us, that the firſt and principal Thing in a 

Commonwealth, is 4 -7ze2 79 Ogoremutaad. And, accor- 

dingly, if we conſult the Fragments which are left us, of 

the Laws of the maſt ancient Greeian Commonwealths, we. 
ſhall find nothing ſo frequent as the Ordinances concerning 

e 77+ | SOR 27, irs 

| (2) Amongſt: the Konims, Cicero (the wiſeſt) faith, that 

Religion is the'FornJation of human Society; as in Truth 
is. To fay nothing of the Ordinances of Numa, the 7e 

Pantificium, &c. the Titles of the twelve Tables are many 

of them concerning Religion, Mah ILL; TY 

() às for the 1Barbarous Nations, I ſhall not multiply 

Teilymonies, nor go: beyond the Line of Scripture. In the 

third of Daniel we find an Edict of the King of Babylon, en- 
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Joining all People, Languages, and Tongues, to commit Idola- 


try; Verſe 4, 5. And, by and by, another Edict, that 20 
Man ſrould ſpeak amiſs of the God of Shadrach, Meſech, and 
Abednego, Verſe 29. In the fixth, we find Darius, (the Per- 
lian) by the Advice of his Council, figning a Decree, againſt 
petitioning (for thirty days) any God beſides himſelf, Verſe g. 
and ſhortly another, that all Men ſhould tremble, and fear be- 
fore the God of Daniel, Verſe 26. In the third of Jonah, the 
King of Nineveb, and his Nobles, proclaim a publick Faſt. 
In the firſt of Ezra, Ciprw puts forth an Edict to build the 
Temple at Hieruſalem. In the fourth, Artaxerxes reverſeth | 
it. In the fixth, Darius re-inforceth it. | 

I ſuppoſe it is now evident, that Greeks and Barbarians 
did exerciſe this Power, | 

To think to elevate the Force of theſe Inſtances, becauſe 
all theſe were Strangers from God, and Aliens from the Com- 
monwealth of Iſrael, Epheſ. ii. 12, is to miſtake the Purpoſe 
for which they are alledg'd. P 

However, it was not thus among the Kings of the Nations 
only, but among the holieſt and wiſeſt of the Govetnors 
and Kings of Vrael and Juda; who, for aboliſhing falſe 


Worſhip, and ordaining the true, are often highly com- 


mended by the Holy Ghoſt in the Scriptures. The Time 
would fail me, to ſpeak diſtinctly, and particularly of the 
Ordinances concerning Religion, which were made by Moſes, 
Foſhua, David, Solomon, Aſa, Fehoſpaphat, Hezekiah, Manaſſes - 
alſo, and Joſiah; concerning whom the Scripture gives theſe 
Characters. Moſes was the Man of God, Deut. 33. 1. Joſhua 
the Servant of the Lord, Joſh. xxiv. 29. David a Man after 
God's own Heart, 1 Sam. Xiil. 14. There was none likg un- 
zo Solomon, 2 Chron. ix. 22. Ala his Heart was perfect with 


the Lord, 1 Kings xv. 14. The Lord was with Jehoſhaphat, 


2. Chron. xvii. ' 3. Hezekiah did that which was right in 
the Sight of the Lord, 2 Chron. 20. 2. Manaſſeth wes heard 
of God, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13, Jofiah did that which war 
right ;' and his Goodnefs was recorded, 2 Chron. xxxv. 26. 
Now, the Acts of every one of theſe concerning the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and Matters of Religion, are recorded and af= 
plauded in the Scriptures. For theſe all order*d and regulated 
Services, and Sacraments, and Covenants with God; they ere=. 
cted Altars, and Tabernacles, and Temples, and dedicated em to 
the Lord; they deſtroy d Idolatry ; reform'd Abuſes in God's 
Worſhipz ſettled boch the ſtanding Worſhipof God, and occaſio- 
Hal Thankſgivings and Humiliations: Toomitother Matters. 
The whole Aaronical Miniſtery, which confiſted in Ceremo- 
mes and Sacrifices, typical and carnal Ordinances, was not 
ordered by the Hand of Aaron, but of Moſes, who was Ming 
zin Feſurun, Deuz. xxxiii, 5. TIER, V2 CC FRE 
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16 Againſt Reſſtauce 
The Tabernacle, and Temple-Service, (which, beſide the 
Ao ſaical Inſtitutions, conſiſted of 8 abiding Ordi- 
nances) was inſtituted by David : Who, being the ſweet 
Singer bf Iſrael, and acquainted more than ever any Man 
(for ought appears) with the Ways and. Helps of lifting up 
the Heart to ſpiritual Intercourſe with God, to that Fog 
appointed the Uſe of Muſiek in the Church; and (without 
fear of ſtinting the Spirit) he preſcrib'd fer Forms of Praiſe 
and Prayers for the Uſe of the Temple; and order'd the 
Service for every Day. A Palm, conſiſting partly of the 
one hundred and fifth, ninery ſixth, and one hundred and 
eighteenth, he firſt deliver'd to Aſaph and his Brethren, at 
the Reduction of the Ark from the Houſe of Obed-Edom, 
1 Chron. xvi. 79. And divers other, Pſalms were compoſed - 
by him for the Service of the Church. . - 
And what he had ordain'd, Solomon put in practice. In 
the fifth Chapter of the ſecond Book of Chronicles, we find 
the Patterfi of the Service of this Time, and Place Verſe 12. 
the Sons of Aſaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, array'd in white 
Linnen, with muſical Inſtruments, praiſing the Lord, ſaying, 
For he i good, &c. Verſe 13. viz. reciting the one hundred 
and eighteenth Pſalm; and, in token of 's Acceptance; 4 
Cloud ld the Houſe, Verſe 14. 
The one hundred thirty and fixth Pſalm likewiſe was wont 
to be ſung in Thanklgivings. So we find, 2 Chron. xxix. 
25. alſo Hezekiah and Joſiah, praiſing the Lord in the Words 
of David and Aſaph, 2 Chron. xxxv. 15. | 
Thus ſtoed the Matter under the Law ; the ordering of 
Matters of Religion was not exempted from the ſupreme 
Power. MHeaekiab vary'd from Moſes Law, and was blame- 
leſs. Neither was it otherwiſe in the beſt and pureſt Times 
under the GofpeL hl EEE l 4 
It had been but a ſlender Invitation to the Emperors to 
become Chriſtian, if, by fubmitting to Chriſtiamty, they 
mult loſe ſo conſiderable a part of rhe fovereign Power en- 
| joy'd by all their Predeceſſors, and be thereby expoſed inevi- 
| tably to Seditions and Rebellions, upon every frantick Efup- 
= tion of religious Melancholy. The primitive Emperors un- 


| derſtood themſel ves otherwiſe, and ſo. did the Chriſtians un- 

der them. I may not ſtand to recite the Annals of the Church. 

| If Conſtantine had not (interpoſed for the compoſing of the 

| 2 Hereſy, what had become either of Government, or 

5 Ee 181ion 7 1. a | IR: . 5 5 q b 1 

| The drawing. up of Canons for the Regulation of Religion, 
was, by our Lord, committed to the Apoſtles and their 

| Succeſlors, the Biſhops and other ecclefiaſtica} 22 

| + thattheſe Canons ſhoull be enforc'd as Laws by t al 

Penalties, itwas by Sanction of Civil Powers, In 
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of Exwful Powers. 
In the ſecond ecumenical Council, the Fathers aſſembl'd 
at Conſtantinople, beſeech Theodoſius the Elder, to ratity tha 
Decrees of that Sy nod. 1 8 

Thus we find (Nov. Conſt. 131) Juſtinian eſtabliſhing the No- 
mo- Canonicon, or Code of the univerſal Church, conſiſting of the 
Canons of the 4 firſt general, and 5 ancient provincial Councils; 
and commanding them, g ve UN, to- be kept as 
Laws. Briefly to determine this Queſtion, we need only to 
view the Titles of the ſixteenth Book of the Code of Ibeodo- 
ſtus; the thirteen firſt Titles in the Code of Fuſtinian bot ĩus's 
Nomo-Canon, and the like. 


The Pretence of Exetnption of eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, fo as' 


bath been intimated, as it is inconfiſtent with Government; 
fo it is alſo with the Principles of Chriſtianity, @_ 

2. Thus mach having been ſpoken concerning the Regula- 
tion of Matters of Religion, it will be needleſs to enlarge 
concerning the ſecond Pretence of the Exemption of ecclefi- 
aſtical Perſons. C 
This Tenet is equally dangerous with the former, and equal- 
y conttary to the Principles of Chriſtianity. It were to be 
wiſh'd, that all Men profeſſing themſelves Miniſters, were 
thoroughly convine'd of the Doctrine of Obedience; other- 
wiſe, as they grow popular, they become dangerous.  Sacer- 
 dotum quidain eo funt Ingenio, ut, ni pareant, terrirent. And 

St..Chryſoſtom, commentiug upon every Soul, &c. faith xz A- 
wes” xy Evaſynnisis, x) Hep fee Both the Apoſtle, 
the Evangeliſt, and the Prophet. Our Saviour was both 
Prieſt and Prophet; and the Apoſtles were eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons, yet did not think themſelves exempted. Such Perſons 
were not exempted, either before or after the Times of our 
Saviour; neither in 1. a ſingle, or 2. joint Capacity. From 
the Beginning jt was not ſo, Mat. 19. 8. 5 
I. As to ſingle Perſons under the Law, we find an Inſtance 
of the Exerciſe of the ſovereign Power over an High-Prieſt 
offending; in Miathar, whom Solomon thrnft out, and plac'd 
Zadoc in his Room, 1 Kings 2. 27. ibid. 35. * 
2. As to the calling of Aſſemblies before the Goſpel-times, 
it did belong to the ſupream Magiſtraze. We find Moſes, 
not Aaron, Foſhua, not Eleazar, David, not Abiathar, Solo- 
mon, not Zadoe, ſummoning the Prieſts and Levites to meet 
together. And 2 | | 5 7 

In the primitive Times of the Chriſtian Emperors, we do 
not meet with Councils or Synods call'd by the Biſhop of 
Rome, nor with Miniſters caſting "themſelves into claſſical 
and kynodical Meetings; nor with Aſſemblies of Divines 
call'd againſt, or without the Prince's Conſent. | 


The Indiction of Times and. Places, tho Canyoation of 


Pertbns, N 
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Perſons, the Preſidency, the Order of Debates, the Diſm iſſi- 
on of the Aſſe mblies, the Roboration of Canons (as to ma- 
king them Laws of the Empire) in the general, and provin - 
cial Councils, were all the Work of the ſupream Magiſt ate. 
And 


As for Mattets of Appeal, we find Paul appealing to Ceſar : 


Athanaſius (from the Synod at Tyre) to Conſtantine ; to 


whom three Appeals were likewiſe made in the Cauſe of 
Cæcilianus, and Donatus ; and many more Inſtances of this 
and the like Nature. 42 | 
3. I ſhould now diſmiſs this Head concerning Religion, did 
there not remain one Pretence more,andthat ſo wild and mon- 
ſtrous, that it looks as if it were the laſt Effort of the Enemy of 
Mankind, (ul:timuw Diaboli conatw) for it ſtrikes at the Heart 
both of Government and of Religion. It is this that Saints 
and gifted Perſons (as they call themſelves) are exempt from hn- 
man Laws; and in Effect reſolves. into this, that to repro- 
bare others, and aſſume to themſelves the Title of the godly 
Party, to talk of Reformation, and the Power of Godlineſs, 
of advancing the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, Cc. is to juſti- 
fy Sacriledge and Treaſon, and horrd Rebellion, and to qua- 


lify them for the Kings, and Prieſts, and Prophets of the 
World, 


How far this ſatanical Madneſs hath prevaild-to the Con- 


fufion of all Things civil and ſaered, to the Scandal of Re- 
ligion, the planting and watering of Atheiſm and Infide- 
lity, I tremble to call to our Remembrance. : 
If my preſent Buſineſs were to refute the Men that have 
given this Offence, how eaſy were jr to examine their Gifts 
and their Saintſhip, and how hard to find them ? Bur as 
the Woman of Samaria ſaid to our Saviour, Fohn 4. 12. Art 
thou greater than our Father Jacob? Are they greater Saints, 
or better gifted than-Peter, and Paul, and the reſt of the A- 
poſtles? He that ſaid, Let every Soul be ſubj ect to the higher 
wers, had been wrapt up (whether, in the Body or out, he 
could not tell) to the third Heavens, Rom. 71 I. 2 Cor. 12. 
2, 3. Hath any of them been carry*dhigher * 

Chriſt, the natural Son of God, the Brightneſs of hu Glo- 
715, the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, Heb. I. 3. ſaid, Render to 
Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's, Mat. 22. 21. Are they 
greater than Chriſt alſo ? 8 
But my preſent Purpoſe being chiefly to remove theſe Scan- 
dals from Religion; come, and let us reaſon together; What 
could Chritl and his Apoſtles have done more to prevent this 

Scandal, than they have done? Their Doctrine and Practice 
harh been already ſhe wn, and the Danger and Heinouſneſs of 
the Sin of Reſiſtance (in all the Kinds and Degrees of it) Ml 

T8 a pas ©. cover'd ; 
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themſelves, being ſenſual, having net the Spirit, Jude 19. 
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cover'd ; neither can any Thing more be imagin'd, which 
might be defir'd, to anticipate and obviate this Pretence, un- 
leſs it be, that theſe Things ſhould have been particularly | 
foretold, and the Perſons (at leaſt their Party and Sea) de- {4 
{crib'd, that the World might be forewarn'd of them. jy 
Will it then fatisfy the Enemies of our Religion, concern- 
ing the Truth and InfalliHMlity of the Scriptures, and the Ab- 
horrency of the Chriſtian Principle from this damnable Tener, 
if it ſhall briefly appear that theſe Things have been pun- 
ctually foretold by Chriſt and his Apoſtles? 2 
Chriſt hath given Warning of grievow Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing, Matth. J. 15. 
More particularly St. Paul hath told us, that in the laſt Days 1 
perilous Times ſhould come, 2 Tim, iii. 1. that there ſhould be 4 
heady, high-minded Traytors, having a Form of Godlineſs, but | 
denying the Power thereof, Verſe 4, 5. LN 
St. Peter, 2 Pet. ii. 1. that there ſhould be falſe Teachers, f 
which ſhould privily bring in damnable Hereſies, preſumptuow, | 


ſelf-will'd, not afraid to-ſpeak evil of Dignities, Verſe 10. 

- Now, if all this be not ſufficient, . St. Fude hath taken up 
this Propheſy of St. Peter, and given us ro clear Characters 
of theſe Perſons, whereby they might be known, He tells us, x 
I. That they ſhall be Separatiſts from the Church; and, 2. ö 
Falſe Pretenders to the Spirit. Theſe are they which ſeparate ; 


I ſhall ſay no more to the Pretences relating to that Head, 
which concerns the Matter of Religion. | 

Secondly, Neither ſhall J enlarge upon that other Fead re- h 
ferring to Matters Civil, where f inſtanc'd in two Pretences 4 
taken from, | 

I. Harſh Adminiſtration in the Magiſtrate, 4 

II. Competition as to Power in Subjects. | i 

I. Neither the Time, nor the D. ſign, which I have pro- | 
pounded, nor (indeed) my Profeſſion, nor Abilities, do allow | 


me to enter into the Depths of the Politicks, or to diſcourſe 


of the Limitations of Sovereign Powers. Thus much is ob- 
vious to every Man, ; 

That there es no Cruelty ſo great as laxneſs of Government; #4. 
nor any Tyranny in the World like the Rage of Subjects let l 
looſe ; and that the Little Finger of Licentiouſneſs i harder 4 
than the Loyns of the ſevereſt Laws, and ſtricteſt Government. "If 

I ſhall briefly ſhew, that the Scripture, foreſeeing the eaſi- a 
nels. (by reaſon of the Self-love, and Partiality of Men) of 
this Pretence, and the danger of it, hath directly oppoſed it 
ſelf againſt ir. | FM . 1 

I ſhall not mention particular Commands: Let us have 
recourſe to the main . the Body, and Subſtance, 
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0 "* Againſt Ref 
of Chriſtianity, the MISHPAT HAMELEK. (che Zug 
Regium) the Fundamental Law of the Kings of 1/rael. _ 
1. Chriſtianity obligeth us to believe, not only that Chriſt 
is God, and that the Goſpel is from God, but that all the 
Circutnſtances of the Miniſtery of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
were ordered by his Providence. Why then were the Times 
of Tiberius, an 1 and Claudius, and Nero, (out of the 
Series of the Time ſpun out from the Creation) choſen and 
ſelected for the Promulgation of the Doctrine of Obedience. 
If harſh Adminiſtration of Power will exempt Men from 
Obedience, at that Time when Claudits or Nero was Roman 
Emperor, why ſhould the Holy Ghoſt move St. Pm! to write 
to rhe Romans, They that refiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Dam. 
nation? So much briefly for the Goſpel. 8 Y 
2, As for the Fu Kegium in the 8th of the firſt Book of Sa- 
muel, we find the 1/raelites defiring a King; and God, (tho? 
rejected by this Motion) commands Samuel to hearken to their 
Voice, Ver. 9. Yet, that they might know what they did, 
and not be ſurpriz'd, (believing they might caſt off again their 
King at Pleaſure) he charges him to proteſt ſolemnly, and 
ſhew them D Deb. Our Tranflation renders it, The 
Manner of the King. The Septagint, and all Eaftern and Ve- 
nern Tranſlations, render it by Words of ſignifying the Law, 
or the Right of the King, Fus Reg ju m. | 
This (faith Samet) ſhall be ved tv, Xe hal rake 
» your Sons and Daughters, your Vine-ytrds, your Fields, and your 
. locks, &c, Ver. 11, 12, Sc. He tells em of harſh Admi - 
niſtrations. BF a 
Was it the Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, that (de Jure) 
Princes ought to do, or that it was lawful for them to do af- 
ter the Manner there deſcrib'd ? 5 | 
In Deut. 17, 14. we find the Duty of the Kings of Iſrae! 
deſcrib'd in a Way directly contrary to this; they were 20 
fear the Lord, and not to turn afide to the right Hand, or to the 
left from his Commandments, Ver. 19. Be wiſe now therefore, 
O ye Kings ; be inſtructed, ye Judges of the Earth; feroe the 
Lord with Fear, and rejoyce with Trembling, Plal. 2. 10, II. 
Was it a Prediction of what would be their Condition, 
what would be the Manner of their Kings? "fag 
Not thet neither. We do not read of any of the Kings of 
dab or Iſrael, that proceeded to the Height there exprels'd. 
ven Ahab, who ſold himſelf to work Wickedneſs, 1 Kings 21. 
25. did not take Naboth's Vine-yard by Force; he would not 
ſeize on it, till Fezebel had brought about the Pretence of a 
JJ % og 
What then is the FN of T5957 Dod: Surely it 
imports thus much, that if all this hard Uſage ſhould come 
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upon them, they might * unto the Lord, Ver. 18. but that 
it would not dillolve Jus Regium, the Right of Sovereignty, 
or enable em to reſiſt their Kings, or rebel againſt em. 

II. There remains yet one Pretence to [peak to, it conggrns 

Competition of Power, either on, - .. _- 

x. Pretences of Succeſſion into the Magiſtrate*s Me, in Caſe 
of Failure of Duty, or upon Suppoſals of Forfeiture of Power. 
2. Pretences of the laſt Reſolution of Power intothe People, the 
diſtas d Multitude, or the Peoples Repreſentative, and the like. 

Concerning which kind of Pretences, I muſt repeat whar 
hath been (aid of the other, If they be admitted, they are 
deſtructive to Magiſtracy. If they be encourag'd by Religion, 
there will Reafon that Magiſtrates be jealous over it. But 


now is the Spirit of the Scriptures, and the Tendency of it, 


entirely bent another Way. 8 
The New Teſtament affords no Inſtanee in this kind. As to 
the Old, I ſhall defire that two Inſtances may be conſider'd. 
1. The Cafe of David and Saul. | 
2. The Caſe of Corab and Moſes ; which two Inſtances (if 
the Lime would bear it) would take in the Subſtance of all 
that may be alledg'd in this kind. a 
1. It is, I conceive, impoſſible to carry the firſt Sort of Pre- 
tences higher, than they were ſtated in rhe Cale of Davil and 
Saul, Sau] was at firſt declar'd and conſtituted King by Samu- 
el, acting in the Name of the Lord; and when he had reign'd 
two Years, the ſame Sumuel, in the Name of the ſame God, 


before the Tame People, denonnces publickly,/ that his King- 


dom ſhould not continue, 1 Sam. 13. 14. and that he had 
fought a Man after hs own Heart, becauſe he invaded the 
Prieſt's Office. After this, he limits a certain Day, he tells 


him, Chap. 15. 12. Thu Day the Lord hath rent the Ning 


dom of Iſrael from thee, and given it to thy Neighbour, becauſe 
of his Rebellion againſt God in the Cafe of Amaleck. 

The Pretence of Failure and Forfeiture can go no higher. 
Now for the Pretences of David to ſtep into his Government, 
and 'wreſt it from him, he was anointed by Samuel, Chap. 16. 
13. for ought appears, without Reſervation for the Life of 
Saul. He was qualify'd for Government; a valiant Mun, a 
Man of War, prudent in Matters, a romely Perſon, and the Lord 


pu with bim, Ver. 18. He had receiv'd Teſtimony from Godof 


is Election; the Spirit of God departed from Saul, and reſted on 
him. He had Power in his Hand, he was ſet over the Men of 
War arcepted by all thePeople; all Iſrael, Ohap. 25. S. and Judah 
lov*d him. After all this, you know his-Provocations, his Ad- 
vantages, and his Behaviour ; he durſt not rouch the Lord's A. 


nointed; and when another pretended to have done it at Saul's 


Intreaty in extremu, he reveng'd his Death, and lamented over 
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him, Ys Mowntzins of Giſboa, &. Sam. 1. 2 2. Buy, | 
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_—_— Againſt Reſſſtance 
2. But that other Pretence, that after a lawful Sovereign 
is eſtabliſh'd, (according to the Suppoſition of my Text, and 


y of them, or their Repreſentatives) to alter the 
Gove „as they pleaſe; it is in Reſpect of Policy, and 
Government, what the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is to Reli- 
ion, it deſtroys the Foundations of the Peace and Safety of 
en, and Ka 05 that to be the Artifice of Man, which is 


the Ordinance of God, How much God abhorr'd this Pre- 


tence, will appear in the Caſe of Corab, and his Company. 
When God ſent Moſes to bring the Iſraelites out of Egypt, he 
fanctify'd him, and put his Name upon him, Exod. 4. 16, Thou 
Walt be to him inſtead of God. And when he ha! brought 
them forth, he made him a Prince and a Law-giver over 
them, 47; J. 35. Deut. 3I.I, 4 Rs | 
The ſupream Power was in Moſes, who call'd to his Aſ- 


ſiſtance a Senate, or Parliament, () confiſting of the 


Heads of the Tribes of Iſrael, Numb. 16. In this Council, 


Nature ſoon began to work, ſome envy'd Moſes, whom God + 


had choſen, and Aaron the Saint of the Lord, Plal. rod. 16. 
Dat han and Abiram, the Sons of Eliab, Heads of Families, in 
the Tribe of Reuben, thought both the civil Power, and (if 


that muſt be transferr'd from the Firſt-born, to one Tribe) 


the Prieſthood alſo was due to them, being eldeſt Brethren of 
the eldeſt Tribe. Corah, an eminent Man amongſt the Le- 
vites, was offended that the High-prieſts Office went be fide 
him, and was ſettl'd upen Aaron and his Poſterity, 

Theſe were their ſecret Griefs; for a Redreſs whereof they 
make a Party in the Parliament, they gain to them two hun- 
dred and fifty Men, famous in the Parliament, Men of Renown - 
And, in order to their ambitious Defigns, they remonſtrate 
againſt Moſes, Verſ. 13. and their Declararion was this Pre- 


tence, which we are upon; that all the Congregation d 53 
were holy, and that Moſes and Aaron had lifted up themſelves 
above them; that is, that their Power was a Contrivance of 
themſelves, not an Ordinance of God; that, notwithſtand- 
ing what God had done to ſettle the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
Power, it remain'd ſtill in the People, or their Repreſentives 
aſſembl'd together, Now, the Scripture tells us, That ſince 
the World began, God was never more highly provok'd, than 
upon this Occaſion, when he be ird this, be was wrath, and 
greatly abhorr'd them, He invented a new Thing in the 
World for their Sakes, for the Earth open'd, and ſwallow'd up 
Dathan, and cover'd the Congregation of Abiram, Numb. 16.32. 

Application. I have now done with theſe Pretences, and 
my Endeavour hath been to vindicate Religion from the Char- 
ges of unbelieving Politicians, and indeed to ſhew that 17 
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of lawful Powers. 23 
not a Spirit of carnal Compliance, but the true and genuine 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, which runs through the Doctrine and 
Government of the Church of England. After What hath 
been ſpoken; I hope I may preſume to ſay with the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 3.31. Do we now make void the Laws through Faith? 
Yea, we eſtabliſh the Laws. TY | 
We have (cen the Chriſtian Theory; doth the philoſophi- 
cal Theory provide better for the Safety of Princes, and the 
Eſtabliſhment of Government ? : 
le tells us in Effect, that Might is Right; that every 
Thing is juſtor unjuſt, good or evil, according to the Pleaſure 
of the prevailing Force, whom we are to obey ?till a ſtronger 
than he cometh, or we be able to go thro? with Reſiſtance. 
That in Reference to this Life, Obedience is a Matter of 
Wit and Prudence, and after Life there remain for us no 
Concernments. How ſtramenous is this Theory compar'd with 
the Chriſtian Theory;which ſpeaks in this wiſe, Let every Soul 
he ſubje#, c? That this is the genuine Chriſtian Theory, hath 
in ſome Meaſure been demonſtrated; ſo that indeed it may be 
wonder'd from whence theſe Prejudices have ariſen. 
But, alas! zhat my Head were Waters | They have one 
grand Objection, to which having ſpoken, I ſhall conclude. 
If this be the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, how comes it to 
paſs, that thoſe who pretend the higheſt to Religion, and 
profeſs themſelves the only Chriſtians, (the Bigot, and Kr. 
ited Romaniſt, the frighted and tranſported Reformiſt) have 
been Authors of the moſt horrible Treaſons and Rebellions. 
On the one Hand, what mean the Catholick Leagues? On 
the other, the ſolemn League and Covenant forc'd upon Sub- 
jects, renitente Principe? | 
On one Hand, what means (ſhall I ſay, the Lowing of the 
Oxen, or rather) the Roaring of the Bulls, the Thundering of 


Excommunicarions, the abſolving Subjects from their Alle- 


8 the actual Mutherers of Princes, the Attempts ifor 
lowing up King, Lords, and Commons, at one Clap? What 
is the Meaning of the Noiſe of the Bells, of the Claps of 
Squibs, and Fire-works, which we hear? On the other Hand, 
what was the Meaning of that black and terrible Diſpenſati- 
on, which will cauſe the Ears of all Poſterity to tingle. 

It is but a little while fince the Anointed of the Lord, the ho- 
heſt, the wiſeſt, the beſt of Kings, was taken in the Snares of 
Men pretending to Reformation, and ſacrific'd to the Fury of 
Men poſleſs*d by an evil Spirit from the Lord. He as woffer'das 
a Lamb that ts dumb, or rather like the Lamb of God, to the 
Rage of wild fanarical Enthuſiaſts. | 


It is but a very little while fince the Lamentation of Feremy 
was in the Mouth of all the Faithful in the Land. 


Lam. 2, 9, Our Kings and our Princes were amon3ſt the Gen- 
ED | Files, 
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Againſt Reſiftanice, c. 

les, (provok d to ſerve other Gods) the Law was no more,the 
Prophets alfo veceio'd 9 be Lord. And all theſe things 
were brought to paſs by Men pretending Wonders in Religion. 
And they would know the Reaſon of all theſe Diſpenſati- 
ons. But who ar't thou, O Man! who preffeſt into the Se- 

cret of God's Pavilion? How anſaatebaid, 
and hu Ways paſt finding out? Such Knowledge n too wonder- 
. we cannot attain unto it. 6 


It may be theſe Things have been done, that the Sayings of 
our Saviour might be fulfill'd, I cannot be hut Offences will 


rome, ut wo be to them by whom they come, Matth. 18. J. and 
it were bqtter that a Milſtone, c. Ver. 6. q 

It may be the Gun-powder-Treaſon was permitted to be de- 
Tipryd, that the Diſappointment might be had in everlaſting 
Remembrance, and obrated as it is this Day; Sof Man, 
writs the Namie of the Day, even of this ſame Day ; the King of Ba- 
bylon ſer Y mel, againſt Jeruſalem this ſame Day, Ezek. 25. 2. 
It may be God ſuffer'd the late Rebellion to prevail, that he 
might not leave himſelf without Witneſs, but new forth his 
Wonders in our Days, in the miraeulous Reſtitution of our 
gracious Sovereign and the Church; If he had not been dri- 


wor by Power, but by the Spirit of our Gol. | 

It may be this was done that we might fay no more, Hi. 
Lord liveth which deliver d us from the Treaſon of pretended 
Catholicks'; but 10 Lord liveth which hath delzver'd us from 


the Tyranny and bloody Rage of the wild fanatical Enthuſiaſts. - 


i Surely all theſz Things have been permitted, that the 8:one 


which: the Builders refusd, might be made tryd and preciors, 


and-that his Patience, his Piety, his Conſlancy in Religion, 
nis Chriſtian Magnanimiry being mianifeſt to all the World, 
by the imparient Vefire of all Nations, he might become th 
Head of the Corner. | 5 „ "FEEDER 
Sarely theſe Things were ſulfer'dl, that the Faith; and Pa- 
tience, and Loyallyof the Church of England might be made 
bright and glotieus by the Flames of Perſecution ; and that in 
the Day when God ſhall have given our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign the Hearts or Necks of all his Enemies, it may not re- 


peut him of the Kindneſs he hath ſhzwn to Religion and Go- 
vernment, in lifringout of the Duſt the defpis'd Head of that on- 


ly Chucch,{for ougiit Ixnow) which makes Obedience without 
baſe Reſtrictions and Limitations, an Article of Its Religion. 


L“Laſlly, thele Things, it may be, have been permitted, that by the 
Triumph of chis day, and by the vengeance latelyexecuted in the 
_ fight of this Sun, the atheiſtical world might be convinc'd, that 


the Powers t hat he, are ordain'd of God, and chat tho'the wicked do 


evil 1c times, and Gd prolong their days, yet Vengeance is his, and 
be wil repay it 3 and they that reſiſt, 
Bae, Fi 


ſhall recexve to themſelves 


— 


e are hu Fadgments; 


ven out, how eould he have been reftor'd ? Not by Might, 


— 


